
Rhythm & Blues Vocal Jazz SYLLABUS 2019-2020 

Course Description 

Designed for students with a great interest in performance at the high school level and 

to enjoy singing and performing Vocal Jazz music of the 20th & 21st century.  Music 

theory, sight-singing, vocal production, pitch, listening and tuning skills and a high level 

of performance are stressed.  A variety of jazz styles will be taught including but not 

limited to Blues, Swing, Ballad, Latin, Doo-wop, etc. Improvisation will be explored and 

utilized.   A portable sound system will be used.  Various programs, contests, 

fundraising events and community performances will be scheduled.  Students are 

expected to participate all year. Students are encouraged to audition for the All-State 

Jazz Choir.  

The purpose of this course is to present an opportunity for students to participate, learn, and 

perform in an advanced level auditioned Vocal Jazz Ensemble.  Selected choral compositions from 

a wide variety of jazz styles will be explored and performed.  Students will participate in a vocal 

jazz festival and have the opportunity to audition for All-OCDA All-State Jazz Choir. 

Learning Outcomes 

Vocal Jazz Ensemble helps the student achieve the following learner outcomes: 

     1. Learn to apply essential elements of music and advanced music performance at a high 
level. 

     2. Apply advanced sight-singing background to more difficult vocal jazz repertoire. 

     3. Continue to learn and apply the method of appropriate vocal tone production for a 
variety of jazz styles, through more advanced vocal technique and musicality. 

     4. Continue to apply the process of the changing voice. 

     5. Learn solo and group scatting improvisation skills. 

     6. Learn to communicate the intellectual (thinking), emotional, and aesthetic (valuing) 
qualities of music to a diverse society. 

     7. Learn to be a considerate and prepared member of a team. 

     8. Learn to sing correctly on microphones and with a jazz band. 

     9. Learn how to set up and take down portable sound system. 

 

Objectives 

   1. Understand and apply his/her advanced musicianship abilities in the areas of sight-
singing and ear training in rehearsals and performance. 



     2. Understand and apply his/her advanced knowledge and skill during vocalization. 

     3. Develop a greater knowledge and appreciation of a variety of vocal jazz repertoire. 

     4. Demonstrate his/her awareness of excellent intonation and rhythm through 
rehearsals and public performance. 

     5. Develop and demonstrate vocal jazz improvisation techniques. 

     6. Strive for advanced musical independence within each singer so that the individual 
rises to his/her own level of musical maturity. 

     7. Demonstrate excellent stage deportment and posture. 

     8. Demonstrate group interaction by working together towards common goals. 

     9. Work independently and in sectionals to learn individual parts. 

   10. Demonstrate the ability to mark musical scores accurately and effectively. 

   11. Demonstrate the ability to use microphones effectively during rehearsals and 
performances. 

   12. Develop musical standards resulting in the encouragement of sensitive musicianship 
through participation in a select ensemble. 

 

Scholastic Eligibility 

Anyone on probation has one week to raise the grade(s) for performances during the following 

week.  You must be present at school the day prior to & the day of (unless the activity is off-

campus all day) a school activity to participate in that activity.  This includes all performances.  If 

eligibility is a problem during the first semester, the student will be asked to enroll in another 

class for second semester.  If a student fails a class in the spring, they may not enroll the 

following year unless they go to summer school and make up the grade.  


